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Elements of success

in Washington

ON GORDON'’S TABLE

U.S. Rep. Bart Gordon has been seated for the 111th
Congress. He chairs one committee, Science and
Technology, and is a member of the Committee on

Energy and Commerce and eight subcommittees.
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Obama’s agenda promises plenty of support for science guy Gordon

By Milke Maorrow
THE TENMNESSEAN

competitive
Gordon participal ol Wedmesds l\' na
Democratic Steering and Palicy o

. Bart Gordon got a phone call a

Rerrac s {Mnuivie.
“The first 1 he mibd was, Tm a
i b

the for schence and nnovalion o
move i forward” Gordon mbd.

That's pood for Gordon, He's 4 5o
oo gay, oo The Democrat from
Murfroesboco b chadmman of the House
Committoe on Sckence and  Tockinol-
OY.

“W'e have a very W‘t*ﬂﬂi
for the schence oommittor,” Gordon
said by phone Lt wesk. Bot 2 coger 8
Gordon is 1o debve info projects impor-
tant o his commitios, he ﬂl‘l]ﬂ‘l.l!-ﬂ:ﬂ
the need o move on the
eloct’s cconomic stimulus plan first.

"]ljh ane :;‘ mt.:dT Jl'hl.nl;ml.l'ﬂ}
i Crordon =Tt takes prece-
dem:ﬁwwwwl]ﬂ ehe”

Gardon s I'm'tumltrﬂ'nr sorme of the
initiatives in Obama's massive so0-
nomic stimulbus propesal, a mind-blow
e bluepring that coubd cosg as masch a8
# mrillion, are projects Gondon has been
working on already. They inclode
ciforts o help produce aliernative
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“We need to be expanding broadband to all Americans. We
need to expand our electric grid. We need to bring in new
sources of power ... and we can do all this in the context of

getting the economy moving”
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"We're In 2 rather unique afustsin,

Gordon sees smart spending as key to snmulus plan

*» GORDOMN FROM PAGE 134
States needs 10 lead the world In
technal I

reakithsoizzhs,
although he notes the need for
cautkon in bow it's done.

“Ag we look at the mumlhixr
TeCoN package, it's
proaged,” Gordon sakd. “There are
tax cuts. There is mone spending.
There will be nfrastrechone
investments that involve private
sector jobs, We want 10 build
bridges, but we don't want to build
hn 1 nowhere. We need to

bridges to the future. Wi

nn:d to b n.-.'n:;'rnmlluﬁrhmdh.r-d
to all Americans. We meed to
c:ﬁminur electric grid. We need
In new sources of power,

I.mllmwu:d and solar, and we

can do all this in the contest of get-
Vg,
m"(lly moving CCODOIY, W
.urm-ahrq:phs.lfpmplr muu
of work, tey're mot pay
Ilwul.nmtntmhﬁ'maﬁ:.l'lllm
revene 'We have o be
smart about this. We have o do

right.

""f-ﬁm T v kel a0 oo it it
sounds like he's full-bore for the
atirmualus plan, he replied, “Tm full-
bore I it done right.”

With an Obama stimulus on the
hiron, one consstent critde of
such a plan has been Richard
Cirasd, of fnamce and
cdonomics at Lipscomb Univer-

=a3by.

“1 think they votally misunder-
stard what's imvolved,” Grant said
Last woek of the stimuhs support-
cri “They seem 0 belicve that

“If people are out
of work, they're
not paying taxes.
Investment has

to be made. It then

produces revenue””

REF. BART GORIDON
On moving the economy

without intervention, the econ-
oy will go dowm, down, down, It
will corpect itself, if they will leave
it slone Thelr intervention will
delay what we would call a recov-
ery, and they will point to what
they're doing as proof that what
they were

Wil Necessary.
%m h
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all the price changes right now,
H‘lndrll':‘mkmfswrmhqm-

ning 1o recover,”
Gordon is the only member of

Tennessec's nal delega-
Ehon to currently ﬁl:lld A committes

chalrmanship. He (8 also a senior
member of the House Enengy and
Commerce Committee,  Gordon
was st edected in 1984, when Al
Gore [r. left his seat to run for the
Senate. Gordon has sraled oast 3
solid position in ‘Washington on
science and technology bsnes.
Sometimes it seems you uve o
b a rocket sciontist o understand
thie E=aes (vordom tackles. In fact,

you do have oo be 3 mocket scien-
tist on some of i sinoe Gondon's

laid groundwork alresdy on a lot

LS, REP. BART GORDON
bocause we're looking for two-fers”
Gordon sald, referring 1o efforts that
would not only create jobs bt increase
productiviey, ghving the United Susles 5

mittee forum in Washington that
inchided economists with Hes to (-
s 88 varksd @ former Presidents
Ronadd Beagan and Bl Clinton and
Sen Jobin MoCain,

“What we heard was striking in the
e Bl B wn s coemtonl, ™ Gordaon
exd “lt wa 3 very diverse group, but
thete Wil 4 CODSCTER ofenbon that
we're in a very scrious sifusthon, the
worst since the Depression. We e to
taike acthon, and we have to do it right.
We peed 1o do e i an effort to gt two-
fers 1o create jobs todey dhat are jobs
theat willl bead o forward, so we don't
come back 1o & every two yoars™

Gordon’s smspport of the Obama
stemshas plan oo Even Lo be's a
member of the Democrats e Diog
Coalition, known for its fiscal comser-
vatiam. The group is made up of deficit
hirwks, including Tennessee Feps, Jim
{:mrl:-r. fohn Tanner and Lincaln
Davis, That group b belng warched
closely as the proposal to heavily
in the form of a stkmulus plan unfolds,

Gordon emplesiees  the  United
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Prasident Georga W. Bush signs the Mew and Emerging Technolo-
glex 971 improvement Act of 2008, Standing behind Bush are Sen.
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-M.Y., Rep. John Shimbus, R-IlL, snd Rep.
Bart Gordon, D-Fenn. ruspvico) / a3500 14710 PRESS

somie of those jsoes,

Crirckon's for example,
includes health information teche
nology, 4 feld tha is getting an
eOTOOUS amount of atentlon
right now.

“Health-care costs are l:]]::ﬁ
money away from education
fromn households. It's cutting into
everybody. With IT in health care,
W Can snve money and save
lives."™ b saicd

{roadion prometes the STEM
cducation nitiafve, where the
focus is put on science, technol-
oy, enginoering and math. He
touts a ﬂﬁmﬂﬂ as ARPA
E. for sdvanced Research Projects

% I;I,:ll' I'.J:p;.'l'!{}'. !I:'II.III.]'l,"JI;.'ll. an
DARPA, the defense system that
developed the Internet, stealth
techaw and GPS devices. The
idiea of ARPA-E = 1o take rizks on
ideas thay offer high rewards in

techmology.

{rorclon =oes A need o ook
with the private soctor and wi
universsti=: i ways where break-

can be aken oo market.
His work includes finding ways to.
use water more eficiently, citing
recent Midstate droughts as exam-
ples af wh:r that’s Important, He
wanis o reduee electronic '-'n-.l'ﬂ'l:'
1 o Do Lisst,
A for job ereation, Gordon said,
“Whai we don't want to do is pay a
person o dig a hole and tdhen pay
another person to fill the bole. We
wani o create jobs wday for more

af ik advorsces he seeke, and Canr ol alhemd ™
don frequently credits Tenmiessie
work inchsdes MASA. fut he has  Sen. Lamar Alexander, a Republi-
can, for working with him on
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